they would find that they daily gathered strength to
enable them to dispel the darkness that surrounded
them. On Gandhiji asking the audience frankly and
fearlessly to express their opinion3 they lustily said that
they wanted the prayer and that if there was an interrup-
tion they would bear no anger or malice against the
objectors. The prayer then went on in the usual manner,
Gurudev's grand-daughter Nandita Krishna Kripa-
lani singing the bhqjan of the evening.
THE TIME FACTOR
Referring to the Kashmir trouble Gandhiji said
that the Indian Union continued to send more troops
and other necessary help. The Government did not
own any aeroplanes but he was glad to hear that private
companies had placed their planes at the disposal of
the Government. Time ran in favour of ordered troops
and ordered Government and against the freebooters.
AZAD HIND FOUJ OFFICERS
Gandhiji was, however., sorry to learn that the free-
booters in Kashmir were being led by two ex-officers
of the Azad Hind Fouj which valiantly fought under
the able leadership of the late Shri Subhash Bose. It
was composed of Hindus, Muslims, Sikhs and others.
They retained their own religion but there was no
distinction of caste or creed. They were knit together
in bonds of friendship and brotherhood. They were
proud of being Indians. He had met them (if it was
they) in the Delhi Fort and outside after their release.
He could not understand why they led freebooters
and took part in burning and looting villages and mur-
dering innocent men and women. They were harming
the Afridis and the other tribesmen by encouraging them
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